PAGE  
2

Questions for Interviews with Former Teachers

Introduction

1. Date of the Interview

2. Interviewer

3. Teacher

4. May I ask you some personal information?

5. Do we have your permission to use your name in any publication that might come of this project?   

6. Could we use any of the material that you have lent us, such as pictures and written documents?  (List them here if applicable)

Personal Data

1. Age

2. Maiden Name

3. Family-siblings (ages and names)-Mother’s and Father’s names

4. Where did your family live?

5. What was your education at the time?

6. Had you attended a one-room school?

7. Was anyone in your family a teacher?

8. When you took your teacher training, did you receive any preparation for the possibility of being in a one-room school?

Teaching Experience

1. Teaching Years 

2. Location of one-room school and name

3. Who hired you?

4. Was there a caretaker for the school?

5. How did you feel on your first day of teaching?

6. What did you do to prepare for it?

7. What was your timetable like since it had to include 7 grades and all the subjects?

8. How did you begin each day in the classroom?

9. What were the school hours?

10. Description of the schoolhouse: teacher’s desk, toilet, etc.

11. Describe a typical day. 

12. How large were the classes and what grades did you teach?

13. Where and how did you get your school material?

14. What were your responsibilities as a teacher?

15. Did you do your preparations and corrections at school or at your boarding place?

16. Did the students help each other?

17. Was the students’ attendance good?

18. Did you have special activities such as a Christmas concert?  Any special memories about them?

19. Was there an inspector?  What did he look for?

20. How well did you know the families of your students and what was your relationship with them?

21. Was there a dress code for you as a teacher?

22. Did you have a behavior code as a teacher?

23. What was your salary?

24. Was there a particular reason that you decided to leave?

25. Where did you teach after this school?

26. What are some differences with teaching today?

Community Life
1. Was the school important in the community?

2. What kind of community was it where you worked, farming, pulp and paper, etc.

3. Describe your life within the community.

4. What can you say about society at that time? 

5. Describe your living arrangements. What were the advantages and disadvantages?

6. What was the name of the family where you boarded?

7. Did you have a social life?

Further Questions

1. Was it a positive experience and how did it change or influence your life as a person?

2. Do you have any anecdotes or comments you would like to add?

3. From your point of view, do you feel that this interview about your experience in the one-room school was useful?

**These are suggested questions.  As you proceed, questions come from the interviewee’s experience.

A ninety-minute tape is suggested.
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